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 Delft (NL / Brescia (I), February 14, 2008 
 
DSM strengthens its position and know-how in Antibiotic Residue Testing by 
acquiring the Copan Milk Test business  
 
DSM Food Specialties and CMT Srl will be announcing today the acquisition by DSM of CMT Srl, a 
company dedicated to the production of the Copan Milk Test, a microbiological test for the detection 
of antibiotic residues in milk.  
 
Since 1974, DSM Food Specialties has been developing Delvotest® (applicable at farmer, dairy 
industry and regulatory level) to test milk for the presence of antibiotic residues. Delvotest® is a 
globally recognized leading solution in antibiotic residue testing in milk. The detection of antibiotic 
residues in milk and milk products is of great economic value at the dairy industry and regulatory 
level, in order to safeguard the quality of milk and milk products.  
In 2007, DSM also introduced a new, fully automated, technology: Delvotest® Accelerator. This 
unique, fully automated testing system offers milk control stations and dairies the fastest broad 
spectrum test on the market today. By reducing the number of stages in the milk testing process 
(compared to using traditional water baths), the Delvotest® Accelerator increases testing output 
and profitability, and guarantees complete traceability.  
 
CMT Srl is a company belonging to the Copan group. Copan Milk Test research and development 
started in 1994. The product was launched in 1998 as the first product in the market to integrate 
nutrients into the test medium with a shelf life of 12 months.  The Copan Milk Test has been 
recognized worldwide and validated by key international scientific institutes and is today the primary 
reference microbiological test for the detection of antibiotic residues in milk in some of the most 
important milk control stations and dairies worldwide. 
 
“The market for Antibiotic Residue Testing in milk is of importance to DSM, and one in which we 
aim to excel. For DSM, quality assurance and food safety have always been at the top of the 
agenda,” says Alexander Wessels, Business Group Director of DSM Food Specialties. “DSM 
developed this market with its product Delvotest®, which today is the standard in the industry. The 
Copan Milk Test is a complementary product line alongside our current line of Delvotest®. It is a 
valuable addition to our portfolio and assists us further in supplying the right tools to our customers 
to safeguard the safety of their milk products. 
The acquisition of Copan’s Milk Test business fits seamlessly with DSM’s strategic drive, Vision 
2010 – Building on Strengths, in which DSM focuses on market-driven growth and innovation, with 
nutrition being one of the main areas.”  
 
Daniele Triva, General Manager of the Copan group: “The Copan group has the extraordinary 
opportunity to strengthen its leadership in clinical microbiology, thanks to a new patented 
technology developed inside Copan's microbiology laboratories. The new technology consists of a 
fully automated specimen processing system for infectious diseases investigation.  
Agreement to DSM's proposal was reached based on the conviction that our know-how would be 
transferred to the best partner, who is capable of assuring continuity of the science and the value 
developed for our customers in order to improve the analytical process. This agreement, which is 
supported by joint consensus within the Copan team, fits perfectly with Copan’s strategy to focus all 
our energy and resources toward our core business and our new projects.” 
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Forward-looking statements 
This press release contains forward-looking statements. These statements are based on DSM's current expectations, estimates and 
projections  and information currently available to the company. The statements involve certain risks and uncertainties that are difficult to 
predict and therefore DSM does not guarantee that its expectations will be realized. Furthermore, DSM has no obligation to update the 
statements contained in this press release. 
 

 

 
 
DSM 
DSM creates innovative products and services in Life Sciences and Materials Sciences, 
contributing to the quality of life. DSM's products and services are used globally in a wide range of 
markets and applications, supporting a healthier, more sustainable and enjoyable way of living. End 
markets include human and animal nutrition and health, personal care, pharmaceuticals, 
automotive, coatings and paint, electrics & electronics, life protection and housing. The company 
strategy, Vision 2010 - Building on Strengths, focuses on accelerating profitable and innovative 
growth of the company's specialties portfolio. The key drivers of this strategy are market-driven 
growth and innovation, an increased presence in emerging economies and operational excellence. 
DSM has annual sales of almost EUR 9 billion and employs some 22,000 people worldwide. The 
company is headquartered in the Netherlands, with locations in Europe, Asia, the Americas, Africa 
and Australia. More information on DSM can be found at www.dsm.com 
 
 
DSM Food Specialties 
DSM Food Specialties is a leading producer of value-added ingredient solutions for the 
international food and beverage industries. With 1,400 employees active in 26 locations worldwide, 
DSM Food Specialties is a truly global player. More information about DSM Food Specialties can 
be found at www.dsm-foodspecialties.com.  
 
The Copan group 
Copan is a worldwide leading group in the field of research, development and production of 
innovative systems for the collection and preservation of microbiological clinical specimens, with 
particular emphasis on medical devices and reagents able to collect and preserve  bacteria, 
viruses, antigens and nucleic acids for infectious diseases investigation by means of culture, rapid 
microbiology and  molecular biology. Copan's mission is to improve the accuracy of the diagnostics 
through innovative solutions for collecting and preserving the biological sample. 
Copan's patented flocked swab technology and the automation of the microbiology laboratory 
specimen processing represent Copan's priorities for the future expansion of the group. With 250 
employees and three locations, one in Europe and two in North America, the Copan group's sales 
reached EUR 28 million in 40 different countries in 2007. 
To find out more about the Copan group, please visit our website: www.copaninnovation.com 
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Saskia Nuijten 
Tel. +31 (0)15 279 26 85 
E-mail saskia.nuijten@dsm.com 
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Michela Ferrari 
Tel. +39 (0) 30 2687264 
E-mail: michela.ferrari@copanitalia.com 

 


